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Our Typical Day

Technology Integration

Each day begins with the Pledge of Allegiance and a school-wide prayer, Angel of God.
Then the fifth graders follow up with the Our Father, Hail Mary, and our classroom
prayer which asks Jesus to help us to hear him, obey him, and do our best for him.
Every day we are called by God to be in school. Daily subjects include Religion, Math,
and Literature. Mixed in throughout the week, there will be Science, Social Studies,
Grammar, Spelling, and Writing. The specialists include PE, Art, and Music. There are
learning settings that each day holds; whether working collaboratively in partnerships,
or small groups, as a whole class, or independently to complete assignments.
Technology helps the students to focus on spelling words, math, vocabulary, and typing
skills every day. Each day the children enjoy recess/lunch in the cafeteria and a class
snack time to build their relationships with their classmates.

Fifth Graders will work in a 1:1 environment utilizing Chromebooks.
Students learn how to be digital citizens with expectations that they
show responsible and respectful behavior as virtual students.
Throughout their elementary years, students will increasingly
experience technology as an educational tool that will allow them to
enhance their learning in a variety of ways including: how to
navigate the internet to gain knowledge, compose and publish
writing, and learning how to use tools such as Google Classroom,
IXL and instructional / learning sites and games to allow them to be
successful both at Holy Trinity and beyond. 



What to Expect in Fifth Grade
Growing as Learners and in Responsibility

In fifth grade, a major part of our year is focused on developing an individual awareness for each student on
how they best learn. This development of study skills will enable them to move forward with confidence to be
the best student they can be. They will develop an understanding that they may learn differently, and excel in
different subjects than their peers, yet that doesn’t make them less or more of a learner. When they recognize

God created them as they are with a future and a hope for their lives, then the excitement can start them
moving forward on their journey. Fifth grade also includes growing in accountability and responsibility to put

forth their best effort and complete their assignments, projects, and reports on their own. 

Academics
In religion, they are expected to develop a greater understanding of the Apostles Creed which expresses
our beliefs as Catholics. Math is about developing an appreciation and excitement in persevering to learn

new math concepts. Science is for recognizing and designing controlled experiments. Literature is a
chance to discover a greater desire to read books, through read-alouds, class novel discussions, and

their own independent reading. Social Studies opens the door to exploring Native American cultures and
U.S. history. Writing is for developing the skill of creating topic sentences, details, and a closing sentence

in weekly paragraphs whether narrative, informative, or opinion styles.

Testing
Students will be assessed three times a year in math, reading and language arts to evaluate their progress
in each area. These assessments help us to formulate a skills plan thru IXL that will address any gaps and

even challenges the student faces in these subjects. 
 
 
 

We participate in the Catholic Athletic Association for all sports. Parents,
volunteers and staff coach and moderate clubs. Several activities are
offered after school such as BASE enrichment classes and clubs based
on student interest. 

Fourth grade is the first year band is fully offered! Students have many
instrument choices to choose from as they explore their musical talents.

Sports, Clubs & Band

In fifth grade, students have the opportunity to join our Safety school
patrol and Holy Trinity Student Council for the first time. Both activities
provide the chance for growth in responsibility and leadership skills.

Patrols & Student Council



PROJECTS

Why We Love Fifth Grade

BUDDIES

ESSAYSKIING

DIVISION

MEMORIZING

MATH FACTS

FIELD TRIPS

We get to use our learning in hands-on
ways by going on various field trips both on
and off-campus!

We are confident in our division skills at the
end of fifth grade!

In fifth grade, we get to learn how to write a
five paragraph essay!

We get to learn how to ski and go on a
skiing field trip during Catholic Schools
Week!

Knowing our math facts through 12!

We practice memorizing 53 prepositions to
help us diagram sentences!

We get to display our Native American
homes that we created during Catholic
Schools Week!

We have little buddies that we sit with at
Mass once a week. We get together once a
month to do something for our community
or to do fun activities!



Religion 

A thorough study of the articles of the Creed as the basic belief of our Catholic faith, with a
special emphasis on careful understanding of definitions through the words of the Gospels, the
prophets, and the prayers of the Church.
Unit 1: God the Father of All. The Old Testament and mankind's participation in and loss of God's
life.
Unit 2: God the Son, the Redeemer. The fulfillment of God's plan in Christ, God, and Man.
Unit 3: God, the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier. Our call to holiness and witness in the Church.

The Faith and Life Third Edition series is a comprehensive catechetical series for Grades 1-8. It
combines a solid doctrinal text with a scriptural presentation enhanced by beautiful classical and
original artwork. Based on the story of Salvation History, each grade level speaks of the historical
story of God's love to lead the student to encounter Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Know all math facts up to twelve with speed and accuracy. 
Determine place value to the billions. 
Decimals: tenths/hundredths/thousandths, convert decimals to mixed numbers, round, and
compare. 
Fractions: reduce fractions, add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators, multiply and
divide with fractions. 
Measurement (linear, mass, volume, temperature, metric, perimeter, area). 
Prime and composite numbers. 
Multiply by two digits with regrouping.
Multiply by three digits with regrouping.
Solve using long division. 
Solve multi-step word problems. 
Solve four-step “mental math problems” 

Data Analysis, Probability, Statistics. 
Geometry ( angles, triangles, 

Saxon Math provides a learning structure proven to advance students steadily and assuredly to
higher levels of understanding. In Saxon Math, concepts from every math strand are woven
together and connected throughout the year. Skills or concepts are reinforced throughout the
years, helping students build a strong foundation of understanding.

       using all 4 operations.

       circles) 

Math



Language Arts 

Read fluently with expression. 
Apply phonetic and decoding skills in sounding out words.
Learn and effectively apply a variety of reading strategies for comprehension. 
Visualize details of a passage. 
Categorize information. 
Clarify by asking questions. 
Recall critical details.
Identify the purpose. 
Sequence the main idea. 
Retell source text in your own words.
Make inferences. 
Make predictions.
Draw conclusions. 
Identify points of view. 
State the author’s purpose. 
Focus on the development and mastery of story elements: characters, setting, plot, climax,
resolution

Write a complete sentence using appropriate subject and predicate, grade level spelling,
grammar, punctuation, etc.
Write neatly in complete sentences and answer questions fully by restating the question. 
Recognize and use various types of sentences.
Write well-constructed paragraphs: narrative, informative, and opinion.
Develop well-written three-paragraph essays with a topic sentence and details to support that
main idea. 
Implement the writing process: outlining, prewriting, revision, proofreading, and publishing.
Types of writing developed and mastered may include personal narratives, descriptive and
expository writing, comparison and contrast papers, and cause and effect papers.
Identify the eight parts of speech: nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, 

Diagram sentences. 

Easy Grammar is a unit text. It starts with the preposition unit in which students learn prepositions
and the process of deleting them. The verb unit is taught next; nouns are learned in the ensuing unit.
We progress through the text in this manner, using a simple yet thorough building-block approach.
Reading level is about fourth grade so that vocabulary does not interfere with learning. Basic
concepts are built upon throughout the text and applied. To reinforce student learning, they do daily
writing prompts to build upon their grammar learning via writing. 

In addition to Easy Grammar and writing prompts, fifth graders focus on reading various novels
throughout the school year. Novels studied are: Backward Bird Dog, Watchdog and the Coyotes,
Castle in the Attic, The Best Worst Christmas Pageant Ever, Snow Treasure, Westing Game, George
Washington's Socks, and George Washington's Spy!

Standards: 

      cause, and effect, compare and contrast, fact or opinion.

      adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections.



Science

Mixture and Solutions: Students come to know that matter is made of particles too small to be seen
and develop the understanding that matter is conserved when it changes state—from solid to liquid
to gas—when it dissolves in another substance, and when it is part of a chemical reaction. Students
have experiences with mixtures, solutions of different concentrations, and reactions forming new
substances.
Earth and Sun: This unit provides students with experiences to explore the properties of the
atmosphere, energy transfer from the Sun to Earth, and the dynamics of weather and water cycling
in Earth’s atmosphere. Other experiences help students to develop and use models to understand
Earth’s place in the solar system, and the interactions of Earth, the Sun, and the Moon to reveal
predictable patterns.
Living Systems: Students start by looking at Earth as the interaction of four Earth systems or
subsystems—the geosphere, the atmosphere, the hydrosphere, and the biosphere. The focus of the
module then turns to the biosphere as students explore the phenomenon of ecosystems and
organisms in terms of their interacting parts. The driving question for the module is how can we
describe Earth’s biosphere as a system of interacting parts?

FOSS (Full Option Science System) is a research-based science curriculum for grades K-8 developed at
the Lawrence Hall of Science, University of California, Berkeley. FOSS has evolved from a philosophy of
teaching and learning that has guided the development of successful active-learning science curricula
for more than 40 years. The FOSS Program bridges research and practice by providing tools and
strategies to engage students and teachers in enduring experiences that lead to a deeper
understanding of the natural and designed worlds.



TRIP

The 5th-graders do extensive research and work on Native Americans to create a project to
show what they learned. 
Exploration

Students consider the actions and impacts of exploration in the 14th century. Learning
impacts the 21st century as well.
The students will learn more about the vibrant societies of indigenous people pre-
European exploration. 
The students will discover what the world was like at the beginning of the Age of
Exploration. 

Colonization
The general causes for early colonization in North America included the pull factors that
companies used to recruit people to move to America. The geography, economics, and
governments of the new colonies will be examined to give a foundation for understanding
future governments in America.

French and Indian War
The students will be learning about the consequences of the French and Indian War on all
empires involved in the conflict.
Paying the debt incurred from the French and Indian War in America was foremost in the
minds of King George III and members of Parliament.

Road to Revolution/Revolution
Students will examine the form and contents of the Declaration of Independence. Then,
they will learn about the ordinary citizens, individuals, groups, and families whose stories
are woven together in time and space.
The military actions, conditions, and leaders of the American Revolution. The War for
Independence lasted six years. Lack of funding troubled Congress and the army. This
meant hardships for the soldiers and their families. 

The New Nation
The students will study the implementation of the new government in the country. The
United States was growing quickly. Governing is different from revolution.
Students will be investigating the energy and ideas of a new country. With revolution
behind them and a government in place, the people have the opportunity to create their
own future.

Studies Weekly is a Social Studies curriculum organized thematically to the strands of civics and
government, geography, economics, and history. 

Social Studies



Specialists

Physical Education is twice a week for half an hour. Demonstrate
competence in fundamental locomotor, non-locomotor movements and a
combination of skills; use basic movement concepts in dance, gymnastics
and small sided practice tasks; and recognize the benefits of a physically
active lifestyle.

Physical Education

Music is offered once per week for students. This is a chance for students
to learn songs sung at Mass on Fridays and engage in hands-on musical
experiences through the Prodigies curriculum. 

Music 

Fifth Graders receive Art class two times per week. Through Deep Space
Sparkle Curriculum, fifth graders enjoy creating beautiful pieces of art. 

Art 

Library is offered once per week for each grade level. Students can browse
a wonderful selection of books to enhance their reading skills! 

Library

Rooted In Holiness
Being a fifth grader at Holy Trinity School is where faith meets gifts, talents and challenges that
God has created within us. Our test prayer is a reflection of their calling to be a student giving their
best with God’s help and to give God the glory.

It is a time to develop compassion to look beyond themselves and put others first whether it be
their classmates, other Holy Trinity students, or the South St. Paul community. Also, a time to
steadfastly move forward growing in confidence, that they have much to offer with God’s
guidance to their families, their communities, and the world.


